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Reviews
Recent Books on Tycho Brahe

A

flood of new literature on the great Danish astronomer, Tycho Brahe
(1546-1601), has hit the bookstores in recent years. It all began in 1991
with a heavyweight volume by Victor E. Thoren on Tycho's scientific
contribution. 1 Then came a book by John Robert Christianson that
described Tycho as a pioneering organizer of "big science." These two
works established a new understanding of Tycho Brahe's achievement and
showed why this sixteenth-century Danish nobleman was a major force in
shaping the modern world.
The task of spreading Thoren's and
Christianson's discoveries to a wider audience was taken up, first of all, by
Kitty Ferguson.1 Many other authors began to write about Tycho, both in
Denmark, America, and around the world. Following a review of
Christianson's book by Kristian Hvidt, Christianson himself reviews three
recent books presenting Tycho Brahe to general readers. Check them out to
learn more about this fascinating, world-class Danish innovator and
Renaissance man.
John Robert Christianson. On Tycho's Island: Tycho Brahe and His
Assistants 1570-1601.
New York & Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2000. Pp. 451. Maps, line diagrams, half-tones.
Hardcover $45.00.3

A flurry of learned folks and laymen flocked around Uraniborg, the
castle of the great Tycho Brahe on the Danish island of Hven. The
castle functioned as an unbelievably well-organized research
institution, every bit as centrally controlled and disciplined as any
major research center today. This distinguished biography of our
famous Danish astronomer, published by Cambridge University
Press, gives a lively impression of those events. The author is a
Danish-speaking Norwegian-American professor, John Robert
Christianson, from Luther College in Iowa.
The book is not history of science. A huge literature already
exists on Brahe's path-finding mapping of the heavenly bodies. John
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Christianson' s task is centered on showing Tycho Brahe as a human
being and organizer of a many-sided scientific project, and to cast
light on the swarms of scientists who received part of their education
on the island of Hven and then spread the ideas and methods of
Brahe throughout Europe.
On Tycho's Island consists of two parts: the actual biography
takes some 240 pages, followed by 140 pages with biographies of all
the researchers, artisans, poets, and others who worked as
"students" on Hven and later wandered on to other European
centers of research, often at the courts of learned princes. These
roughly one hundred biographies of the circle around Brahe
comprise the exciting, path-breaking part of the book.
They were a mixed bunch, ranging from Tycho's court jester, the
dwarf Jeppe, who played a rather important role at Uraniborg, to the
great star astronomer, Johannes Kepler, who never actually came to
Hven but met Brahe in Prague and became his heir, eventually
describing on the basis of Tycho' s observational data the connections
between the movements of the sun, moon, earth, and planets.
A fascinating figure from Tycho' s inner circle was Christian
S0rensen Longomontanus, a farmer's son with outstanding scientific
talent. He did much of the grunt work of mapping the stars and
later followed Brahe to Bohemia, where he worked with Johannes
Kepler in analyzing Tycho's observations of the orbit of Mars. After
Tycho's death in 1601, Longomontanus came back to Copenhagen
and eventually administered the return to Denmark of Tycho' s
immense celestial globe, which was to become the crowning object
in Christian IV's observatory at the Round Tower. Longomontanus
later married a sister of Caspar Bartholin, became a brother-in-law of
Ole Worm, and joined the distinguished flock of talented polyhistors
at the University of Copenhagen in the early seventeenth century.
Artisans were important members of Tycho Brahe's staff. They
were the ones who executed his designs for astronomical
instruments, clocks, and other small measuring instruments, as well
as the monsters in bronze and iron that had to be cast with incredible
precision to assure the accuracy of Tycho' s observations.
Just as important were the associates who played a role in
distributing scientific results. Tycho started on the ground level by

76

calling in experts who could establish a paper mill. On this homemade paper, new star maps and books were printed on Uraniborg's
own printing presses with type purchased from the most famous
workshops in Germany.
The book gives a clear impression of the organizer behind this
work, Tycho Brahe, whose activities more than 400 years ago can be
followed in detail through his own diaries and letters and the
memoirs of his former assistants. One can imagine a stocky little
fellow marked by a youthful duel that damaged his nose, a defect he
tried in vain to mask with a prosthesis. He apparently had a hot
temper and was extremely restless, hyperactive, sparkling with
ideas, and exuding an air of authority that made his numerous
subordinates tremble in their boots. Besides astronomy, he worked
in many other fields of science and even composed long Latin odes
in the style of Ovid.
In addition to being an innovator and administrator, Tycho had
the modem institutional leader's nose for public relations. Many
resources and numerous assistants were employed to stay in contact
with the princes and patrons who supported activities at Uraniborg.
Publications describing his instruments sometimes looked like sales
catalogues, while portraits and medallions of Tycho himself were
duplicated on Hven and distributed far and wide. He built a
network that spanned Europe, and when he felt himself frozen out
in Denmark in 1597, he simply transferred his whole operation to the
imperial court in Bohemia.
The circumstances behind his departure are still murky.
Apparently, everybody turned against him, partly because he had
undoubtedly created many enemies among university professors
and great aristocratic peers. But the book gives me the impression
that Brahe was really the victim of what often happens when an
energetic, new chief takes over. When the young dynamo, Christian
IV, took the reins of government in 1596, everything was shaken up
and reorganized to support the military expansion of the realms of
Denmark and Norway, which he ruled. That independent little
kingdom, out there on Hven, with its proud instruments, was outmoded and irrelevant. It had to fall into line as the whole kingdom
realigned itself to new royal orders like iron filings under a magnet.
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We Danes used to believe that Tycho Brahe died of a burst
bladder after a long imperial banquet in Prague. Many sufferers
with similar ailments have sympathized with him for centuries. But
a new cause of death seems to have been found through analysis of
hairs from his beard, which have recently been taken from his grave
in the Tyn Church in Prague. This analysis shows that he actually
died of mercury poisoning from a powerful medicine that he took
shortly before he died.
John Christianson has visited Denmark many times to carry out
research, but it is still impressive that he, in his distant home on the
prairies in the USA, could produce this learned but enjoyable book
on Danish Renaissance history.
Kristian Hvidt4

,Joseph Cowley. The Stargazers: A Historical Drama in Two Acts. San
Jose: Authors Choice Press, 1991, 2001. Pp. 121. Softcover $9.95.
If you want a lively dramatic presentation of Tycho Brahe and his
dwarf jester, serving wench, crooked assistant, and temperamental
collaborator, Johannes Kepler, take a look at Joseph Cowley's clever
two-act play. It is fast-paced, full of humor and excitement, presents
strong characters, plenty of suspense, and has a happy ending.
The play is set at Benatky Castle in Bohemia, a scary, looming
place that had been given to Tycho by Emperor Rudolf II as a site for
scientific research. Kepler, a brilliant young German mathematician,
has arrived to join the staff but secretly hopes to prove that the
theories of Copernicus, not Tycho, are true. He wants to use Tycho' s
observations to do so, because nobody else has observed the heavens
as patiently and well as Tycho has.
Tycho, the lordly Danish nobleman, can be both charming and
courtly, or tricky and tyrannical. He turns on the charm to win over
Kepler and use the younger man's mathematical brilliance to prove
beyond all doubt that his own system of the universe is true. Kepler,
meanwhile, pursues his own ends until he is outwitted by Tycho
and forced to do what the master commands.
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Meanwhile, Marie, the serving wench, and Gunstadt, the
scheming assistant, develop a simpler but devastating plot to steal
Tycho's observations and sell them to the highest bidder. They are
found out by the clever dwarf, who knows how to discover
everybody's secrets, and they find themselves at his mercy.
How it all turns out, and what the world owes to Tycho and
Kepler, is all summed up in the end by Tycho's ghost-but how that
all happens cannot be revealed. You need to read the play to find
out.5

J. R. Christianson
William J. Boerst. Tycho Brahe: Mapping the Heavens. "Renaissance
Scientists: Copernicus, Tycho, Kepler, Galileo, Newton."
Greensboro NC: Morgan Reynolds Publishing, Inc., 2003. Pp. 144.
Maps, illustrations, sidebars, timeline, bibliography, index.
Hardcover $23.95.

William J. Boerst is your man if you want a brief, solid summary of
Tycho Brahe's life in English. The book is a good choice for school
libraries, Danish-American bookstores, and homes. The author
deals seriously with his subject, and the language is not
oversimplified but accessible to the public at large from high school
age through adults. The book has a solid binding and brims with
excellent color illustrations from authentic sixteenth-century sources,
as well as sidebars to explain technical matters in understandable
terms.
Tycho Brahe was born ten years after the Reformation came to
Denmark, and important changes were in the air: "it was an exciting
time for a brilliant boy with an aptitude for mathematics." Tycho
got a good education at the University of Copenhagen and several
German universities. He came home to marry a woman from a
lower social class, start a family, and accept the offer of King
Frederik II to take over a Danish island, start an observatory, and
serve the crown as a royal astronomer. Tycho soon attracted top
assistants from many European lands, including several who later
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achieved some fame in their own right. Under Tycho's firm
leadership, they made breakthrough discoveries in astronomy, mapmaking, and chemistry.
After King Christian IV came to the Danish throne in 1596,
however, Tycho had a falling-out with the headstrong young
monarch and chose to leave Denmark in search of a new patron. He
soon joined the foremost court in Europe, that of Emperor Rudolf II
in Prague, where the brilliant Kepler joined his scientific staff.
Their clashes were legendary. Tycho was a nobleman, "used to
ruling others," but "despite his volcanic temper and suspicious
nature, [he] was warmhearted and extroverted," while "Kepler was
shy, occasionally petulant, and introverted." Eventually, however,
the two of them established a working relationship that proved to be
of tremendous importance to the future of the world: "for the first
time, theoretical genius was married to astronomical measurements
that could be trusted." The manner in which Tycho and Kepler
tested hypothesis against data, and the assumptions about methods
that they made, remain fundamental to the work of scientists to this
day. The book has a good timeline and bibliography, but virtually
all the endnote references are off by several pages.

J. R. Christianson
Torkil Morsing. Den ukendte Tycho Brahe [The unknown Tycho
Brahe]. Heming DK: Poul Kristensens Forlag, 2003. Pp. 144.
Illustrations, bibliography, index. Softcover DKK 178.00.
Morsing' s aim is to popularize the new view of Tycho Brahe for the
general public in Denmark, where most people are familiar with an
older view that is out-of-date. Morsing's book grew out of an
exhibit, "Tycho Brahes mange ansigter" (The Many Faces of Tycho
Brahe), at the Ole R0mer Museum near Copenhagen in 1996 and
2001. Morsing did the research for the exhibit and later expanded
his notes into a short book. His approach is anecdotal, dwelling on
dramatic episodes and curious facts.
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After brief summaries of Tycho's aristocratic family background,
circle of learned friends and disciples, and daily life at Uraniborg
and the observatory of Stjemeborg on the island of Hven in the
0resund, the book moves on to discuss various aspects of Tycho' s
work.
Tycho the astrologer firmly believed that heavenly bodies had
an influence upon life on earth. He cast an uncannily accurate
horoscope for the future King Christian IV, though he missed the
mark with Prince Ulrik, the king's younger brother.
Tycho the healer rejected the ancient Greek theories of Galen,
who thought that an imbalance of the "four humors" caused illness,
in favor of the modem ideas of Paracelsus, who claimed that
diseases entered the body from outside and grew like seeds. In his
chemical laboratory, Tycho prepared medicines according to
Paracelsian theories and distributed them free of charge.
Tycho the poet wrote odes in Latin that were some of the finest
ever written by a Dane, reflecting the rich Renaissance culture that
flourished on his little Danish island.
Tycho' s world picture was based on astronomical observations
with huge instruments that he designed and built in his own
workshops, and he published his discoveries on his own printing
press using paper from his personal papermill. He was, says
Morsing, a true scientist who observed more often and more
systematically than his predecessors and established a solid basis for
the later discoveries of Johannes Kepler and Sir Isaac Newton.
Tycho Brahe the Dane was one of a handful of great thinkers who
launched the Scientific Revolution.
In the last years of his life, he left Denmark and went to the court
of the Holy Roman Emperor in Prague, where it was his good
fortune to attract Kepler as a collaborator, and where he died and
was buried with great pomp and honor in the year 1601.
Morsing ends with a brief appendix on Tycho's beloved sister,
Sophie Brahe, an accomplished scientist and historian in her own
right.
J. R. Christianson
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1

Victor E. Thoren, with contributions by John Robert Christianson, The Lord
of Uraniborg: A Biography ofTycho Brahe (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 1991), 535 pages, hardcover $110.00.
2 Kitty Ferguson, Tycho & Kepler: The Unlikely Partnership That Forever
Changed Our Understanding of the Heavens (New York: Walker & Company,
2003), 300 pages, hardcover $27.00, softcover $15.00.
3 An abridged paperback edition is John Robert Christianson, On Tycho's
Island: Tycho Brahe, Science, and Culture in the Sixteenth Century (New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2002), 374 pages, softcover $22.99.
4
Hvidt's review was originally published in Danish in the Copenhagen
newspaper, Berlingske Tidende, on Monday, 31 July 2000.
5 Michael Frayn's play, Copenhagen, is about another famous Danish
scientist, Niels Bohr and was a big hit on Broadway, the London stage,
and American public television, in the years since 1998.

Kristian Hvidt, Editor. You on Us: 25 Foreign Views of Denmark From
845 to 2001. Translation by W. Glyn Jones. Copenhagen: The Royal
Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2002. Pp. 158.
Kristian Hvidt states at the beginning of his Foreword that, "The
Danes probably need to see themselves as reflected in a larger mirror
than the domestic one before the country assumes the Presidency of
the European Union." (p. 7) He goes on to say that, "whether we feel
ourselves to be inferior or whether we over-estimate ourselves - we
Danes can and must not appraise ourselves. It is non-Danes who
must teach us to get to know ourselves properly. Fortunately, many
foreigners have, over the years, had more to say about Denmark
than that it is a small country. When we dig deep into world
literature, it turns out that an amazingly large number of foreigners
have visited the country and absorbed such strong impressions that
they have felt moved to write them down and put them in print. In
the following pages, our readers will meet a broad selection of
foreigners who have described the Danes as they have encountered
them and their country .... It has turned into a collection with a
profound historical perspective, encompassing no less than 1156
years or the entire period that can be considered a more or less welldocumented part of the history of Denmark." (p. 8-9)
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Kristian Hvidt has compiled an amazing and entertaining
collection of historical documents that shed light on practically the
entire history of Denmark in a mere 158 pages that took this
reviewer a mere four hours to read. Some of the vignettes are barely
one or two pages long, while others are several more pages. All offer
candid opinions of the country of Denmark in the eyes of various
foreigners. Not all of these opinions are positive. The well-known
French painter Paul Gauguin is downright scathing in his opinion of
Denmark and the Danes, despite the fact that his wife was from
Denmark. On the other hand, the Czech philosopher Karel Capek
cites no less than eleven broad positive categories in his effusive
praise of the Danes and Denmark. These two contributions represent
both ends of the spectrum in the views presented about Denmark
and its people. Every excerpt contains a bibliographic citation as to
its source, which left this reviewer with a strong desire to consult the
original source to learn more about what the author had to say.
In some cases a thorough knowledge of Danish history is
necessary to fully appreciate the significance of a particular story.
For example, in the contribution by Francisco de Miranda (17501816), who visited Denmark in 1787, frequent references are made
about his low opinions of the Danish court on account of the trial of
Queen Caroline Mathilde, but the reader must know on his own
what this trial was about or what its outcome was. Similarly, in the
recollection by the Swiss Johann Caspar Lavater (1741-1801), many
specific details of his journey to and visit with the Danish Crown
Prince are included, but he repeatedly states that he will never reveal
the nature of what he and the Crown Prince of Denmark discussed
during their 75 minute audience, which this reviewer found
maddening! What did they talk about that so overcame Johann
Lavater's initially negative impression of the Crown Prince's
physical appearance? Finally, the selection by three British citizens
who offer their candid views of the Danes and Danish society in 1999
was both entertaining and accurate, stirring up fond memories of the
times this reviewer visited and lived in Denmark in the 1980's.
This nifty work offers a unique approach to social and political
history of a small but important European country as well as a rare
but important opportunity for said country to learn more about itself
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within the greater scheme of things. It is a book well worth reading
by Danes and foreigners alike and is highly recommended.
David S. Iversen

Bo 0stlund. For enden af regnbuen? 150 skcEbnefortcEllinger om
nulevende danskere i USA [At the End of the Rainbow? One Hundred
Fifty Stories of the Fates of Living Danes in the USA]. Odense,
Denmark: Forlaget Mellemgaard, 2001. Pp. 356. Order from
Forlaget Mellemgaard, Havnegade 100, Bygning A, Postboks 368,
DK-5100 Odense C.
Prosopography is a fancy name for collective biography. It is a
method for analyzing the relationships between groups of people
involved in a specific endeavor. This makes it quite different from
biographical dictionaries like Who's Who, which are simply
collections of individual biographies meeting certain criteria.
Scholars have used prosopography to study the human element in
how things worked in the past. Sir Louis Namier used it to analyze
eighteenth century British politics. I used it in my book, On Tycho's
Island, to show how working with the great Danish scientist, Tycho
Brahe (1546-1601), affected the later careers of one hundred
scientists, technicians, clergy, and humanists. Before the word was
even coined, P. S. Vig used prosopography in Danske i Amerika to
study Danish-American community formation and reveal the
personal dynamics that linked immigrant communities.
The method of prosopography can readily be applied to
immigration studies, because the lives of transoceanic migrants are
connected to each other by so many strands of origins, family, travel,
correspondence, experience, and association. Yet nobody in the
century after Vig has tried to study the biographies of large numbers
of Danish immigrants in order to uncover the processes that link
them. Then, all of a sudden, three volumes recently appeared that
contain biographies of large numbers of Danish immigrants. Has
prosopography finally arrived in modem Danish migration studies?
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One of these three books contains biographies and
autobiographies of forty Danish Canadians. It was reviewed by
Christopher Hale in The Bridge 2002, 25/1: 89-92. However, Hale
found no common enterprise connecting these forty individuals,
who were chosen from the whole course of Danish-Canadian
history. Some were influential leaders, others just plain folks, but
their lives revealed little in common beyond the fact that they had
crossed the Atlantic from Denmark to Canada, nor did Harald
Runblom attempt any wosopographic analysis in his introduction to
the book. Another slender volume, containing brief autobiographies
of Danes who now live in Phoenix, Arizona, also lacks any common
element beyond leaving Denmark and ultimately ending up in the
same place.
These studies, in short, do not qualify as
prosopography.
Like immigrant letters, collections of life stories reveal certain
aspects of the human history of immigration. However, the two
types of sources are quite different in terms of their historical value.
Letters are documents produced in the course of daily life for
specific, immediate purposes and are frequently full of vitality and
an air of veracity. A collection of letters, written over the course of
years, can reveal how the author's life unfolds and attitudes change.
Biographies and autobiographies, on the other hand, are narratives
produced after the fact at a point in time more or less remote from
the experiences described, and they are generally written with the
aim of explaining, or even justifying, what happened in a person's
life. The author speaks to posterity or a more generalized audience
living at the time of writing. Letters are historical documents, while
biographies and autobiographies are historical narratives. When a
single author writes a collection of such biographies, or when an
editor puts together a collection of them, the biographies also
become subject to the selective criteria of the author or editor, which
may not be the same as those of the subjects themselves.
Because they do deal with people who crossed the Atlantic from
Denmark to North America, however, these three collections of
biographies can tell us certain things about the lives of Danes in the
New World. First and foremost, they tell us how people saw
themselves-or those they wrote about-at a certain point in time.
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0stlund' s is by far the largest of these three collections. It runs to
350 pages and includes 150 biographies with innumerable
photographs in a large 8½ by 12 inch coffee-table format. All the
biographies were written by 0stlund, a free-lance journalist who
became fascinated with the varied fates of Danish emigrants while
working on another project.
Clearly, his criteria for selection are journalistic criteria of fame,
sensation, excitement, a good story, real people in unusual
situations. Those are not always the characteristics of immigrant life,
and they are not the criteria of historians, who want to discover and
explain the processes that shaped what really happened in the past.
0stlund tells quite frankly what kinds of unusual, newsworthy lives
he looks for when he writes in his foreword, "Henning was cook for
the Kennedy family. Lilly performed with leopards in the biggest
American circus. Erik was eyewitness to a massacre of his American
soldier comrades during the Korean war. Lis was babysitter for
Dean Martin... Men. Women. Rich. Poor. Success stories. Fiascoes.
People with their visions still intact. And others with dreams that
popped like soap bubbles." Danish-American life, as 0stlund sees it,
is rootless, exotic, multiracial, often violent, and wildly
individualistic.
At the same time, 0stlund carries his analysis of the common
elements in these stories beyond the mere fact that all his subjects
were Danes who ended in the USA. He sees an occupational shift
from the prairie farmers of earlier days to the au pairs, computer
experts, and international business executives of today.
He
comments on the large scale of international migration today, noting
that 3,896 Danes emigrated in 2000, the highest annual figure since
1923. He sees a certain restlessness and dissatisfaction with
Denmark, and a belief that things will be better on the other side of
the Atlantic, as common elements promoting Danish emigration.
Finally, he notes that the great variety of Danish immigrant fates
gives a kaleidoscopic picture of American society with its
tremendous contrasts, opportunities, and dangers.
Among 0stlund' s 150 subjects and their families are a number
who will be familiar to the Danish-American community-Eli and
Poul V. Steffensen of Chicago and Omaha (pages 114-7); Hertha
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Hansen of Askov, Minnesota (144-5); Bent Christensen of Bien (15862); Palle Thomsen of the Rebild Fest board (200-1); the scholar,
Merete von Eyben (246-8); businessman Ernst Harboe (256-8); Pastor
Carsten B0gh Pedersen of the Danish Church in southern California
(294-6); and Knud Dyby, whose exploits during World War II have
been the subject of a volume by Lur Press (345). Many others have
pursued their lives far from other Danes, and in this, they illustrate
the great variety of ways that Danes have found to assimilate into
the ever-changing currents of American life.
Although 0stlund's approach is journalistic rather than scholarly,
it is good journalism and makes for interesting reading. If this is a
kaleidoscope of Danes in America today, it certainly presents vivid
and colorful pictures, full of vitality and humanity.
J. R. Christianson

Dan H. Andersen, Claus Bj0m, Tormod Hessel, and Jette
Mackintosh, editors. Landbrug, Lokalhistorie og Langt fra Danmark:
Festskrift til Erik Helmer Pedersen i anledning af hans 70 ars fedselsdag
lerdag den 6. juli 2002 [Agriculture, Local History, and Far from
Denmark: Essays Honoring Erik Helmer Pedersen on His Seventieth
Birthday, Saturday, 6 July 2002). Odense, Denmark: Knud Gr@phic
Consult. Pp. 260. Photos, illustrations, graphs, charts.

An

students of Danish overseas migration know the name of Erik
Helmer Pedersen. He wrote two thick books on the subject, edited a
collection of immigrant letters, and led a famous seminar at the
University of Copenhagen that trained many Danish scholars
working in the field today. Those would be the accomplishments of
a lifetime for many historians, but for Helmer, they were only part of
the picture. During his career, he also made major contributions to
two others fields: the history of agriculture in Denmark, and Danish
local history. The editors of this volume, honoring him on his
seventieth birthday and retirement from the University of
Copenhagen, have included contributions from friends, colleagues,
and former students in all three fields. The result is a truly unusual,
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stimulating, and valuable volume. It contains an introduction, a
bibliography of Erik Helmer Pedersen' s writings, and seventeen
articles, all except one of them in Danish.
Several of the articles contain personal reminiscence that throws
light on Helmer Pedersen's era. Three of the authors go back to their
student days. Erling Olsen tells about serving as a student worker
from 1945-54 on the massive project of documenting the history of
prices in Denmark, funded by the Rockefeller Foundation and
involving several leading Danish historians of the day; they got out
volume one, and Helmer published volume two. Kristian Hvidt tells
about stumbling across eighty-eight volumes of raw, handwritten
records on Danish emigration in a cellar in inner Copenhagen, and
how he transferred the contents of these volumes into a database for
his monumental 1970 dissertation.
Steffen Elmer J0rgensen
describes what it was like to participate in Helmer's 1978-81 seminar
on Danish emigrant letters, studying the work of an earlier editor of
letters, Karl Larsen (1860-1931), whose contribution he also analyzes.
Tormod Eilif Bessel's reminiscence goes back to childhood as he tells
the history of a Danish foundation that in the years 1892-1958 raised
orphans in a warm-hearted rural family setting, for its last thirty-two
years under the direction of Hessel' s parents. Finally, as a leading
Danish civil servant, J0rgen Skovbcek goes beyond memoir to sketch
the history of Danish agricultural policy 1931-1989, drawing in part
on insights acquired while participating in events for over half the
period he describes.
Other contributions provide insights into the background that
shaped the world views of Danish emigrants before the left home.
Michael A. Langkjcer argues that religion and agrarian reform were
inseparable in eighteenth century Denmark because all Danish
reformers assumed a divinely created economy of nature. Martin T.
H. Bork compares indices of sales and purchases to demonstrate that
hard times for land owners after 1785 virtually compelled them to
"reform" their estates by selling off farms because they were
strapped for cash. S. P. Jensen looks at the resulting reforms in
international perspective and shows that Denmark, England, and
northern Germany far outpaced the rest of Europe in the race to
divide the commons into individual farmsteads, while Denmark led
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all others in establishing universal public education. Margit
Mogensen examines another aspect of agricultural modernization
and shows that the Danish government acted rapidly to collect
information, distribute guidelines, and conduct research when the
potato blight appeared in 1845, avoiding the dire conditions of
Ireland and quickly discovering that the cause of the blight was a
parasitic fungus. These articles enrich our understanding of Danish
agrarian life that was part of the background many immigrants
brought to America. Peter Korsgaard deals with another aspect of
Danish rural life, the decline in the 1960's of a system centered
around the local retail cooperative, creamery, feed store, freezer
locker, school, and either an Inner Mission or Grundtvigian meeting
place.
Articles with a focus on local history help to fill out the picture.
Esben Graugaard and Rigmor Lillelund describe individuals on the
margins of society in a cluster of West Jutland parishes: a rich miller,
innkeeper, and estate owner who ended as poor crofters and
shepherds; or a ragpicker, thatcher, and chimneysweep who lived
violent lives and never got anywhere. Bent Skov Larsen contrasts
this with the story of Hans Rostgaard, a farmer's son from Danish
Schleswig who became a war hero in the days of King Christian IV,
and his eminent son, Frederik Rostgaard of Krogerup. Henning
Ringgaard Lauridsen follows the fortunes of a local Venstre
newspaper, Viborg Stifts Folkeblad, in the turbulent years after 1875,
when Venstre' s parliamentary majority was arbitrarily shut out of
government. Many Danish immigrants carried strong memories of
those political battles.
Jette Mackintosh looks specifically at what five leading Danish
farming journals had to say about emigration during the second half
of the nineteenth century. In the 1850's, some emigrants wrote about
the brutal conditions that compelled them to leave, but from the
1870's on, journal articles focused on new approaches like rural selfhelp through savings and loan associations and mutual health
insurance, socialism as a way of organizing the rural oppressed, and
the call for higher wages and independent crofts on reclaimed heath
land to provide better opportunities at home. Despite the call for
agrarian reform, large landowners remained reluctant to see rural
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workers become so independent that they would not continue to
furnish cheap labor for the big estates.
Niels Peter Stilling wonders why anybody would leave a lovely
place like S0ller0d parish on the northern outskirts of Copenhagen,
where rapid agricultural and industrial development created
numerous opportunities during the nineteenth century, and
especially why so many people from the upper classes would leave.
He concludes that even the privileged could be dissatisfied with
their lot in life, and more specifically, that personal contacts with
earlier emigrants resulted in emigration traditions ("chain
migration") within certain families, local areas, and occupational
groups.
Birgit Flemming Larsen analyzes a questionnaire that studies
concepts of Danish ethnicity among recent immigrants in Chicago
and Racine, similar to her article in The Bridge 2001, 24/1: 71-84.
Finally, this reviewer contributes the only article in English,
describing how scholars like Marcus Lee Hansen, Theodore C.
Blegen, George M. Stephenson, 0. E. Rolvaag, and Knut Gjerset
"reinvented" Scandinavian-American history and identity during
the 1920's by writing about it in English instead of the Scandinavian
languages.
This volume is a treat for the lover of history who reads Danish.
J. R. Christianson

Benny Boysen. Nannie F.: En fortc£lling om skc£bne og slc£gt [Nannie F.:
A Tale of Fate and Family). Struer DK: Dalhus Forlag, 2003. Pp. 85.
Photos, tables, illustrations. Softcover $20.00 + $3.00 postage and
handling. Order from Lur Publications, Danish Immigrant Archives,
Dana College, Blair, NE 68008.
"Genealogical research can lead far afield in time, place, and
milieu," writes the author of this intriguing tale about immigrants to
Nebraska from western Jutland. "It can extend a person's life by
many centuries and make you the contemporary of distant relatives,
sharing their lives in happiness and sorrow, conflict and triumph.
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You can come to feel at home in the places where they live, whether
in castles or cottages, and learn all about the lives that fate dealt to
them."
Benny Boysen became intrigued with his great-grandfather's
long-lost sister when he learned she had emigrated to Nebraska and
written a book about her experiences. Eventually, he discovered that
she also kept a secret diary full of information too spicy and personal
for the book, which made her even more intriguing. These sources
from the hand of a woman immigrant, plus a wealth of family
photographs from both sides of the Atlantic, became the basic
material for his splendid little book. The search also led him on
several trips across the Atlantic, where he found that his Nebraska
relatives had been transformed over the course of three or four
generations from Danish farmers into American cowboys.
The person called "Nannie" in America was Ane Fr0lund
Pedersen (1868-1959), born to a dirt-poor family on the wind-swept
moors of Vorgod parish, between Heming and Ringk0bing. She was
fifteen when her father, a farm laborer, was crushed to death in a
collapsing marl pit.
Meanwhile, her future husband, Anders Pedersen (1852-1938), the
sixth of eight children on the prosperous farm of Klaptoft in Yelling
parish near Ringk0bing, had already left for America in 1874. He
worked on Iowa farms for five years, came home to visit in 1879, and
returned to Iowa in 1880 with two of his younger brothers. By 1888,
all three had homesteaded and filed tree claims in Custer County,
Nebraska, north of Gothenburg on the edge of the Sand Hills. They
lived in sod huts, planted com, and began to raise cattle. They knew
the business of buying and finishing steers, since that is what their
ancestors did in western Jutland.
They needed somebody to cook and keep house, so they wrote to
Denmark, and in 1888, sixteen-year-old Sidsel Marie Christensen
(1872-1922) crossed the Atlantic on a pre-paid ticket to be their
housekeeper. She sailed on 55 Thingvalla and was on board when
they crashed into a sister ship, 55 Geyser, in mid-ocean and sent her
to the bottom. Other dramatic surprises followed. Within half a
year, Sidsel Marie had become "Mary," turned seventeen, said she
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was eighteen, and married one of the brothers, Anders Pedersen alias
Henry Peterson.
This left the other brothers without a housekeeper, so they sent
home for Mary's best friend, Ane Frnlund Pedersen. She arrived in
the heat of summer in 1890, dressed in Danish fashion in "three
underskirts, woolen hose, and a black Kashmir dress." Mary met
her in a "white summer dress with red polka dots" and was already
the mother of little Hattie.
Ane, now "Nannie," had grown up poor, but Custer County was
still a culture shock-howling coyotes, sod houses, a parched
summer landscape, fleas, grasshoppers, and drunken fourth of Julys
were not her things. In all her many letters, she never mentioned
that they lived in a sod hut from 1890 until 1908. Nor did she tell
about her improvised marriage to "Mr. Andrew Peterson," when
they rode the train to Lexington, stood before the courthouse judge,
and rode home again without any of the ceremonies of a three-day
Danish country wedding.
Life went on, and Nannie survived, giving birth to a flock of
children. In 1920, she and Andrew finally sailed home for a twomonth visit in Denmark, traveling first class. They were prosperous
ranchers by then, surrounded by children, eventually also flocks of
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Years later, as a widow in
1949, she published her memoirs, Nebraska Pioneer life, by Mrs.
Andrew Peterson.
Chain migration was part of the immigrant experience, and
Boysen follows the path across the Atlantic of an almost bewildering
variety of relatives who came after Nannie and Andrew and stayed
with them for a time. The book gives a lively picture of immigrant
community life.
The last third of the book shifts back to Denmark to follow the
lives and descendants of those who stayed home, including the
author himself. He tells about his search for Nannie, which led to a
search through American telephone books that finally, in 1987, made
contact with the long-lost Nebraska relatives.
In 1989, Boysen and his teenaged daughter flew to Nebraska, met
many relatives, and attended a family reunion arranged to coincide
with their visit. As guests of honor, they had to be the first in line at
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the groaning table of a Midwestern potluck dinner, washed down
with iced tea or lemonade instead of beer and snaps. They looked at
it all and could not tell whether a dish was an appetizer or dessert,
but they soon learned that it did not matter because you piled it all
together on the same plate anyway. Naturally, this horrified the
well-bred Danish daughter, who was used to eating things in the
proper order, one course at a time.
If you read Danish and are interested in the Danish-American
heritage get this book. If you do not read Danish-isn't it about time
you learned, so you don't miss out on books like this?

J. R. Christianson
U. E. Fries: From Copenhagen to Okanogan: The Autobiography of a
Pioneer. Portland, Oregon: Binford and Mort Publishing, 3rd Edition,
1984. Originally published by Caxton Printers Ltd., Caldwell, Idaho,
1949. Pp. 437. $20.00 hardcover. Order from the Okanogan County
Historical Society, P.O. Box 1129, Okanogan, WA 98840
Few of our countrymen and -women, who left Denmark with
visions of a brighter future in the new land, had any idea of the
harsh reality of pioneer life, of living in sod houses or log cabins
exposed to wildfires, droughts or floods. But most were young,
adventurous and anxious to get ahead.
The life of Ulrick E. Fries both in Denmark and in America is
vividly portrayed in his book: From Copenhagen to Okanogan. With the
help of his son, Emil, he wrote his autobiography, first published in
1949-possibly the most detailed and well written personal story of
a Danish immigrant farm boy's growing up and settling in the
Pacific Northwest. He was a natural storyteller with a remarkable
memory. Through his eyes and his words we witness the dramatic
transformation of the last frontier from primitive expanses to a
modem community. The book gives an excellent picture of the time
and life among early settlers in Eastern Washington State. No
surprise this book is required reading in area high schools. Local
history knowledge can be important for a well run community.
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Ulrick E. Fries, the son of a Lutheran minister in northern Jutland,
Denmark, was the fifteenth child of eighteen born into this family.
After his father's death his mother raised the younger children alone
on a very small pension. In 1884, at the age of seventeen, Ulrick left
Denmark to seek his fortune across the ocean. With an open mind
and a bit of luck, he used his hands and his brain to better himself,
and in time he became a highly respected citizen.
"I liked everything in America immediately," he wrote about his
early days in the new country. "I was not homesick at all." He
worked as a hired hand on farms in lliinois about two years, met so
many friendly people and learned the language well, before heading
west. While traveling as a hobo, he was robbed and cheated as he
made his way to Cle Elum, Washington, finding work at the railroad
tunnel, pushing through the Cascade Mountains.
We follow him North to Okanogan, where he chose "the best
possible land with plenty of grass and a nice stand of timber" to
create a sheltered farm and cattle ranch. At the age of twenty-one
and one of the few pioneers in this part of the country he staked his
claim in 1887. He paid his first taxes of 92 cents in 1889.
Uli, as he became known among friends, worked hard to convert
raw land into a farm and shared good and bad times with his
neighbors in the wilderness. The attitude of mutual respect
expressed in the book speaks volumes about this young man's
character and ability to adapt and get along. He finds the right,
reliable older men, whom he can trust-from whom he can learn. In
tum they rely on his friendship and help when needed. As years
went by he emerged as a pillar of the community.
Details about survival in the harsh .winters, about his dealings
with Native Americans, about cattle thieves and bandits and wild
animals are all part of his interesting accounts in the book. It makes
for good reading.
In time he mustered up the courage to ask a cousin in
Copenhagen, Denmark: Would she come to America and be his
wife? The answer was "Yes!"
You have to admire the guy and you really have to admire the
brave girl. Anna Cathrine packed her trousseau and made the trip to
America in 1891 not knowing a word of English. Wmt a change for a
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well-bred city girl from cultivated Copenhagen. Trustingly she left
her family and the comforts of civilization behind for an uncertain
future in a log cabin among the hills in the Wild West.
Ulrick built the finest log cabin for miles around for his bride to
be. It had but one window. "Anna can decide where she wants
others," he states in the book. He gives his wife a lot of credit for
making this a proper home, for managing the household and for
teaching the children good manners and Christian values. The Fries'
hospitality was known far and wide and many dances and
community celebrations were held at the Green Valley Farm. As
farmers and cattlemen they had their ups and downs over the years,
but all in all their lives and businesses were a success.
Ulrick Fries became known as the "Grand Old Man" of Okanogan
County, a pioneer leader for schools and churches. He helped
establish a literary society, and the stockmen's association, and he
actively participated in the development of the town of Brewster.
He contributed greatly to local government, and was highly
respected for his fairness and foresight.
Anna Cathrine died in 1932. Ulrick Fries was ninety when he died
in 1956. His eulogy included this phrase: "Persons of the fiber of
Ulrick Fries are the wellsprings of American greatness, and the
stories of their lives are the real history of the American people."
Otto Brask

Edward Burton. The Swedish-American Press and the Vietnam War.
Goteborg: Dissertations from the Department of History, Goteborg
University, 34, 2003. Pp. 324. ISBN 91-88614-45X
Immigrants and their descendants can at times find themselves in
painful quandaries when opinion and policies in their old and new
homelands are at odds. The most tragic cases would be those of the
German Americans after the United States entered World War I
against their fatherland in 1917 and of the Japanese Americans in
California after Pearl Harbor in 1941.
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Swedish Americans likewise found themselves in a similar-even
though less drastic-dilemma by the later 1960s, when the United
States became embroiled in the Vietnam conflict, which aroused
hostile public opinion and official reactions in Sweden. How the
Swedish Americans dealt, as best they could, with this difficult
situation as expressed through their ethnic press is the subject of this
recent dissertation at Gothenburg University in Sweden by an
American, Edward Burton.
Burton begins by broadly describing the Swedish element in the
United States around 1960, on the eve of the Vietnam conflict. The
great majority were by this time American-born, while the older
immigrant group was rapidly diminishing. Their basically
conservative core values included, according to Burton, "capitalism,
Christianity, 'Western values,' property, free trade, the Republican
party, obedience to civil authority, skepticism of idealism, and a
duty to defend the nation" (38). Homeland Swedes had meanwhile
embraced Social Democracy, comprehensive social welfare, a high
degree of centralized control, and an idealistic sense of global
responsibility and of solidarity with the Third World. America's war
in Vietnam brought these underlying contradictions to the surface.
The author claims that the dilemma brought on by the Vietnam
War was a new experience for the Swedish Americans, who were
long accustomed to regarding themselves as belonging to America's
most favored immigrants. This is not altogether true, for, together
with the Norwegian Americans, they had come under a good deal of
suspicion during World War I for their homelands' neutrality and
their presumed sympathy for Germany.
The Swedish-American press consisted in 1960 of twelve
newspapers in the United States plus three in Canada, only a few of
which concerned themselves with national and international politics.
The most notable exceptions-upon which Burton focuses his
study-were Svenska Posten in Seattle, a local newspaper for the
Seattle area; Nordstjernan-Svea in New York, a regional paper with a
broad readership in the Northeast; and Svenska Amerikanaren in
Chicago, which claimed a national role. At times he brings in certain
others, such as California Veckoblad in Los Angeles (owned by Svenska
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Amerikanaren), Texas Posten in Austin, Texas, or the Finland-Swedish
Norden in Brooklyn.
By and large, the Swedish American press reflected the trend of
the mainline American press during the Vietnam conflict, from
determination to disillusion. Still, there were significant differences,
which Burton relates to differing regions and readerships. Two
religious periodicals, the Methodist Messenger and especially the
Covenant Companion, were opposed to the war on moral grounds.
Svenska Posten with its editor, Harry Fabbe, was the most
consistently "dovish" of the secular papers and thus the most
sympathetic toward Swedish opposition to the war. At the other
extreme, Nordstjernan-Svea, particularly its columnist Eric Sylwan,
was determinedly "hawkish" and critical of Sweden almost to the
end. In between, Svenska Amerikanaren tried to stir a middle course,
leaving discussion of Vietnam mainly to its readers' letters to the
editor.
In time, the Swedish-American press became ever more
preoccupied with Swedish public opinion and policy toward
Vietnam. Protests, both public and official, against America's
involvement, asylum for American deserters and draft evaders, and
the hostile public reception given to President Nixon's AfricanAmerican ambassador Jerome Holland in 1970, all received much
attention and often aroused great indignation.
The Social
Democratic leader Olof Palme became the particular scapegoat for
Sweden's outspokenly anti-American policy.
Of special interest are meanwhile the consistent efforts of the
official Swedish news agencies-the American-Swedish News
Exchange (ASNE) and its successor, the Swedish Information
Service, together with the weekly news bulletin Sverige-Nytt-to
present the Swedish viewpoint in the most favorable light to the
Swedish Americans. This they did by providing approved copy for
their newspapers. Behind these agencies stood the Swedish Foreign
Ministry, with its particular concern for Swedish exports to the
American market and even the possibility of an American trade
boycott-a course in fact proposed by Texas Posten.
The Swedish-American newspapers were at that time facing a
difficult transition-quite apart from the war and its complications-
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as they sought to attract younger, American-born readers, while
their older, Swedish-born following was rapidly declining.
Meanwhile, indignant over Swedish reactions to the war, many
readers evidently dropped their subscriptions. Five SwedishAmerican newspapers had to cease publication between 1966 and
1970.
The copy provided without cost by the Swedish government via
its news agencies thus provided the survivors with welcome relief.
Nonetheless, Burton finds that while the Swedish-American
newspapers were heavily reliant upon the press releases from
Sweden, they often edited them. They also had little effect upon
their editorial positions. Beyond that, the Swedish Americans had
long been accustomed to regarding these publications as above all
sources of local news from Sweden and items of social or cultural
interest, while they looked to the mainstream American media for
national and international news and opinion.
"When the emigrants sympathized with Sweden," Burton writes,
"they usually did so according to their Swedish-Ameri€an values"
(286). They were frequently inclined to feel that the homeland
Swedes had somehow become less "truly Swedish" than themselves,
which allowed them to remain "loyal to Swedishness, instead of
Sweden itself' (292).
This well-written study is a significant contribution to the still
very limited literature on Scandinavians in America since the end of
World War II, and it offers valuable insights into other conflicts of
loyalty, not only in America but elsewhere in the world.
H. Arnold Barton
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